
 

Richtersveld Transfrontier Park 

 

Ai Ais / Richtersveld Transfrontier Park is hauntingly beautiful, seared by a blistering sun, interspersed by lava 

mountains and sandy plains, it forms southern Africa’s largest Mountain Desert Park. In August 2003, an international 

treaty was signed between the presidents of Namibia and South African to form the Ai Ais / Richtersveld Transfrontier 

Park. This has opened the way for border crossings within the park between South Africa and Namibia, where a pont 

takes you across the Orange River at Sendelingsdrift. 

 

This is the driest area in the Northern Cape, and though surrealistically harsh, the rugged Richtersveld side of the park 

nurtures some 30% of all South Africa’s succulent plant species. With less than 50mm of rain each year, it is home to 

lizards, leopards and adventurers. Paradoxically beautiful, it is a land for those keen to “rough it”. You can explore it 

from the comfort of your 4x4 vehicle or paddle the river, taking in the awe-inspiring, seldom-seen purity of a mountain 

desert wilderness. This is a harsh and unpredictable land where water is scarce and life-sustaining moisture comes in 

the form of early morning fog - called “Ihuries” or “Malmokkies” by the local Nama people – which roll in from the cold 

waters of the Atlantic Ocean, sustaining a remarkable range of small reptiles, birds and mammals. A staggering 

assortment of plant life, some species occurring nowhere else in the world, is to be found here. From gnarled quiver 

trees, tall aloes and the quaint “half mens” that all keep vigil over this inscrutable landscape. 

 

Attractions and Activities 

 

The rugged landscapes and high diversity of arid plant species are undoubtedly the biggest attractions of the 

Richtersveld. Added to that is the challenge of the “off road” driving, the seclusion of the wilderness camps and the 

contrast between the Orange River and its’ arid surround. The flowering season is between June and October 

(depending on good rains). It is a bird watchers paradise with almost 200 species of birds in the park. Fly-fishing and 

river rafting are also very popular in the area. On the Namibian side, the awesome Fish River Canyon and the Ai Ais 

hot springs are the main attractions. For those fit enough, the 5 day Fish River Canyon Hiking trail is also very 

rewarding. 

 

Sendelingsdrift (Rest Camp) 

This camp has 10 chalets with electricity, 12 camping sites (no electricity), a small supply store, swimming pool and 

the main reception at Sendelingsdrift where all visitors must go on arrival. There is a pont nearby which takes you over 

the river to Namibia. The Pont hours are: summer and winter 08h00 – 16h15 (weather permitting). Fuel hours are: 

Monday – Friday 07h30 – 18h00; Saturday 08h00 – 16h00; Sunday 08h30 – 13h00. Note that there is no ATM facility 

available at the park. 

 

Potjiespram (Camp site) 

Potjiespram is the largest campsite in the Richtersveld. Only 7 kilometres from reception, it is situated on the banks of 

the Orange River and is a favourite first stop camp site, set away from the more built up Sendelingsdrift. There are 18 

camp sites with cold water ablutions and no electricity or supplies. There is also an Education Centre which provides 

accommodation in traditional Nama huts. Activities include fly-fishing, river rafting and swimming in the Orange River. 

 

De Hoop (Camp site) 

This is one of the most popular spots in the park and is arguable the most centrally situated camp site that is also on 

the river. This area is a favourite with fly-fishermen, birdwatchers and children. It has 12 camp sites with cold water 

ablutions, and no electricity or supplies. Activities include fly-fishing, river rafting and swimming in the Orange River. 

 

Richtersberg (Camp site) 

This camp overlooks the river and the rugged mountains on the Namibian side, which are complemented by the 

jagged peaks of the awesome Tatasberg mountain range. It has 12 camp sites with cold water ablutions, and no 

electricity or supplies. Activities include fly-fishing, river rafting and swimming in the Orange River. 

 

Kokerboomkloof (Camp site) 



 

This kloof is home to some of the best rock formations in the Richtersveld. The 8 camp sites, each with dry toilets, are 

all snuggled up against massive boulders. There is no power or water available. Please bring your own water as the 

closest available is at Richtersberg (32 kilometres away). 

 

Tatasberg and Gannakouriep (Wilderness Camps) 

Tatasberg and Gannakouriep are both Wilderness Camps. Each camp consists of 4 Reed / Canvas Cabins. A 

caretaker is resident on site. The units will be swept out and the area kept clean, but the washing of utensils and 

making of beds will be the responsibility of the guests for the duration of their stay. Please note that the water at 

Tatasberg and Gannakouriep is not suitable for drinking, and it is recommended that guests should provide their own 

drinking water. 

 

Hiking Trails Base Camp 

The Hiking Trails Base Camp is situated in the panoramic Gannakouriep Valley, and accommodates nine people. Gas 

stoves, fridges and hot showers are available. The hiking trail itself is not open due to a shortage of qualified guides, 

but groups under the control of an appropriately qualified guide may be allowed to hike. It is strongly recommended 

that you take a person with extensive knowledge of the area with you to enhance your experience and minimise the 

risks associated with this terrain and climate. Bookings of this unit will be taken three months in advance until such 

time as the trails issue has been resolved. It is also an ideal location from which to explore the park by vehicle. Note 

that the water is not suitable for drinking and it is recommended that guests should bring their own drinking water. 

 

How to get there 

The quickest way to get to the park from the N7 (RSA) and B1 (Namibia) is to turn off at Steinkopf and approach via 

Port Nolloth and Alexander Bay, with only the last 80 kilometres being on dirt. For those wishing to vary their route and 

get a broader picture of the Richtersveld the road from Vioolsdrift, via Kotzeshoop, through spectacular scenery to 

Eksteenfontein and then on to Sendelingsdrif is one well worth travelling! If you do take this route please respect the 

interests of the Kotzeshoop farmers whose crops are affected by the dust from speeding vehicles. 

 

The scenic route via Kuboes, Lekkersing and Eksteenfontein provides an additional dimension of what the region has 

to offer. Another spectacular route, recommended for 4x4 vehicles only, is over the mountain pass via Helskloof 

Reserve between Eksteenfontein and Vioolsdrift. Admissions and overnight permits must be obtained at the park 

office at Sendelingsdrift, before entering the park. Overnight visitors must arrive at Sendelingsdrift before 16h00 to 

reach the camping sites before dark. Internal roads are “farm tracks”, mainly suited to 4x4 vehicles, but vehicles with 

high clearances such as kombis and LDV’s do travel in the park. Sedan vehicles are not permitted in the park. Due to 

deep-sanded riverbeds and rough mountain passes, driving in convoy is recommended. Single vehicles must sign an 

agreement to report back to park headquarters on departure. The old pont has been restored and offers an unusual 

and convenient way of crossing the Garib (Orange) River that separates the two countries. Before the opening of this 

border a very inconvenient 485km detour and about 4 hours’ drive had to be undertaken to cross from one side of the 

park to the other 

Driving in the park at night is not permitted 

 

Gate Hours 

1 October to 30 April  07h00 – 19h00 

1 May to 30 September  07h00 – 18h00 

 

Distances in the Park 

Sendelingsdrift – Helskloof Entry Gate      22km (25 minutes) 

Helskloof Gate – Kokerboomkloof      78.3km 

Helskloof Gate – Richtersberg       68.5km 

Helskloof Gate – De Hoop       53.7km 

Richtersberg – De Hoop        8.1km (deep sand and sharp rocks) 

Sendelingsdrift – Potjiespram       9km 

Sendelingsdrift – De Hoop       38.2km 

Sendelingsdrift – Richtersberg – Kokerboomkloof – Helskloof – Sendelingsdrift 203km (9 hours) 



 

Rates 

 

RICHTERSVELD TRANSFRONTIER PARK 
 

4x4 or high clearance vehicles only 

 

Tariffs from 1 November 2012 to 31 October 2013 

DAILY CONSERVATION FEE 

Members of SANParks’ loyalty programme WILD do not pay conservation fees provided that proof of Identity 

and their WILD card are shown on arrival 

South African Citizens and Residents (with ID)                R50 per adult / R25 per child, per day 

SADC Nationals (with passport)                                     R100 per adult / R50 per child, per day 

Standard Conservation Fee                                            R140 per adult / R70 per child, per day 

Accommodation type 
No. of 

units 

Base 

Rate 

Base 

Guests 
Beds 

Add. 

Adult 

Add. 

Child 

DE HOOP REST CAMP 

Campsite CK6 

(no power) 
12 R180 1 - 2 

6 people per 

site 
R62 R31 

POTJIESPRAM REST CAMP 

Campsite CK6 

(no power) 
18 R180 1 - 2 

6 people per 

site 
R62 R31 

RICHTERSBERG REST CAMP 

Campsite CK6 

(no power) 
12 R180 1 - 2 

6 people per 

site 
R62 R31 

SENDELINGSDRIF REST CAMP 

Campsite CK6 

(no power) 
12 R180 1 - 2 

6 people per 

site 
R62 R31 

Chalet CH2 6 R665 1 - 2 2 single beds N/A N/A 

Chalet CH4 4 R665 1 - 2 4 single beds R186 R93 

TATASBERG WILDERNESS TRAILS CAMP 



 

Reed Cabin RC2 3 R660 1 – 2 2 single beds R186 R93 

Reed Cabin RC2Z 

(unit accessible to the 

mobility challenged) 

1 R660 1 – 2 2 single beds R186 R93 

 
Important Information 

SANParks have implemented a 1% Community Levy on all reservations (overnight and activity products) arriving on or 
after 1 June 2012. This will be used to fund projects that support surrounding communities in bettering their livelihoods 
All accommodation, ablution and kitchen facilities are serviced by cleaning staff on a daily basis unless specifically 
indicated otherwise 
Most parks and rest-camps have retail facilities and restaurants.  Rates do not include meals unless specifically 
indicated otherwise 
Vehicle fuel is available in all parks (or is available on the park periphery) and in the main rest camps in Kruger and 
Kgalagadi 
Currently bedding is supplied in all accommodation 
Cooking utensils and refrigeration are provided in most accommodation units.  Exceptions will be indicated while 
booking 
Additional Person Supplements are applicable to those units where number of beds exceeds the base occupancy, if 
these beds are occupied 
Adult rates apply to persons 12 years and older 
Child rates apply to persons aged 2-11 years, infants under 2 years Gratis 
All Prices VAT inclusive 
All Rates quoted are in South African Rand.  Rates are subject to alteration without advance notice. 
No animals may be brought into a National Park 
TBC – To be confirmed N/A – Not applicable 
 

 


